RULE 7/
SNAPS, FORMATIONS, HANDING
& PASSING



NOTE

1 This presentation Is intended for
use by the New Of:
2015

1 It 1s based on the 2014 rule book.
There are no rules changes for

2015 that effect Rule 7.
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i OUR MISSION

1 Go over key parts of rule 7




INTRODUCTION

v Qutline of Rule 7

A Section 1: Deals mostly with restrictions on the snapper
and other players on the line

A Section 2: Formations/numbering

A Section 3: Handing

ASection 4: Fumbles & backward passes

A Section 5: Forward passes
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" THE BASICS-SNAPPER (2-32-14)

He must line up with his shoulders approximately parallel to
his opponentos goal | 1 ne

He is the player who snaps the ball
What the definition does not say:

A 1t does not restrict his place in the formation - the snapper can be on the
end of the line, in the middle, or anywhere else
AThatés why it is a good idea never to

The snapper may (7 -1- 2):

A May lift the ball for lateral rotation

The snapper may not (7 -1-2,7-1-3):
A Rotate it the ball end for end

A Remove both hands from the ball
A Make any movement that simulates a snap




ENCROACHMENT
(7-1-5, 7-1-6)

1 There are two phases of encroachment:
A First begins with the ready - for - play signal
A Second begins when the snapper touches the ball

1 The ready for play signal establishes the neutral zone, but it
mainly restricts the defense
A The defense cannot be in the NZ to give signals once the RFP is signaled
A The offense cannot contact an opponent

1 Once the snapper has placed his hand or hands on the ball,
the neutral zone becomes a plane, and no one except the
snapper can be in the NZ

y Both things (ready for pl ay, an
have to take place for encroachment to take place (7.1.6C)
1 Exceptions are replaced players who cross the NZ to get to the

|deline, and incoming substitutes who pass through the NZ
B YO their side of the formation
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Foothall Officiaé
1 Interior linemen (offensive players on the LOS between the
ends, not the snapper):

A 1If an interior lineman places his hands or hands on or near the ground, he
cannot move the hand, and he cannot make any quick movement

A If a B player encroaches, and then the interior lineman false starts, only
the encroachment is penalized

1+ For all other offensive players:
A They may not make any movement which simulates action at the snap

FALSE STARTS (7-1-7, 7-1-8)




()%  FORMATIONS & NUMBERING (7-2)
IIaH
1 There are restrictions for A at the time the ball is snapped

governing the location of players, formations and motion

} 7-2-1requires all A players to be within the 9 yard marks at
some time after the RFP and before the snap

} Formations and location of A players refer to their position as
being on the line or in the backfield

1 2-32-9 0nthe line i must meet all of the requirements when
the ball is snapped:

AFacing his opponentds goal | ine with
AHead or foot breaking the plane for me

y 2-32- 3 In the backfield

A No part of his body breaks the plane formed by the waist of the nearest
teammate who is legally on the line

A Note: the person who will receive the snap (we refer to him as the
maLDack, a term not in the rule book) is always a back

VAV



Rule 2-32-9

A lineman is any Team A player who is facing his opponent's goal line with
the line of his shoulders approximately parallel thereto and with his head or
foot breaking the plane of an imaginary line drawn parallel to the line of
scrimmage through the waist of the snapper when the ball is snapped.

on the

"

Shapper

-, - in "limbo"
L eg a_l PO S I tl O n i.e. lllegal Position _
in the
at the Snap backfield
Rule 2-32-3

_ - A back is any Team A player, except for the player under the snapper,
on the Ilne who has no part of his body breaking the plane of an imaginary line

O " drawn parallel to the line of scrimmage through the waist of the nearest
In the baC kfleld teammate who is legally on the line except for the player under the

shapper, who is also considered a back.

o Bob Masdce
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Foothall Offcial

1 At the snap, A must have at least 7 players on the line
1+ They can have more, but they must have at least 7

} Of the 7 linemen, 5 must be wearing numbers between 50 and
79, unless A is Iin a scrimmage kick formation

1} B6s restrictions ar e:
A No B player can encroach
A Otherwise, they can be anywhere on the field, wearing any number

FORMATIONS & NUMBERING (7-2)




OIOIORIOION S
O At least 7 yardsl O

3 yards O Player with knee
or less t on the ground

@

Player in position to
attempt a place kick

Legal scrimmage-kick formation

© REFEREE ENTERPRISES, INC. 2009



Scrimmage-Kick Formation

Rule 2-142b /NN
Sz ozoee <

HOOIRIOIOS
O Ao 0

10 yards

\

O)

Player in position to
receive long snap

Legal scrimmage-kick formation

© REFEREE ENTERPRISES, INC. 2009
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Rule 7-2-5 EXCEPTION 1

5| Formation Numbering Exceptis
i PTION 1.5,

First, second or
third down

0 @0 00 00
At least @

7 yards

®@

Legal numbering

© REFEREE ENTERPRISES, INC. 2009




Rule 7-2-5 EXCEPTION 1

Formation Numbering Exce ;\A
\- 0T :

First, second or

third down
0@ 6 60 0l0
G1)
At least @
10 yards
\

lllegal numbering




Rule 7-2-5 EXCEPTION

N

% Formation Numbering BY

Fourth down or try

© 9 0200
8

®

At least

10 yards

y

Legal scrimmage-kick formation and numbering

© REFEREE ENTERPRISES, INC. 2009




% Formation Numbering ExcepXte |
i Rule 7-2-5 EXCEPTION =

: P .
37,44, 18 & 20 ‘
PPPPPPPPP ' | E_\,

Fourth down or try

090000 q
At least @
7 yards
(1)
(2)

Legal numbering







