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}Rule Changes for 2015  

}Scrimmage Kick Principles (9/3)  

}Penalty Enforcement Principles ð (9/10)  
ÅABO Principle  

ÅBasic Spot Definitions  

ÅLoose Ball Play & Running Play  

}Extending a Period (9/17)  

}Special Enforcements  
ÅSummary of Special Enforcement Fouls (9/10 ð 9/17)  

ÅòCarry-Over Foulsó (9/17) 
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}Review Questions 16 - 30 from the 
Preseason Test.  
}Cover Rule Topics included in 16 - 30:  
ÅBrief COF Review  
ÅRule Change ð òCancellation of 15 yd 
penaltiesó. 
ÅStarting the Clock (Snap or RFP)  
ÅPSK Enforcement  
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Touchdown 

Scored Snap 

Live Ball Foul On Opponent 

Succeeding KO or PAT 

Non-Player, USC or Dead-

Ball Foul by Either Team 

PAT 

RFP 

PAT 

Snap 

Succeeding KO or PAT 

NP, USC or DB Foul By 

Either Team 

Succeeding Spot (PAT) 

Live Ball Dead Ball 



5 

End of Try 
PAT 

Snap 

Live Ball Foul On R 

Succeeding Spot 

(KO or OT) 

or Go For 2 

Non-Player, USC or Dead-Ball Foul by Either Team 

Kickoff 

Or 

OT Snap 

Succeeding Spot 

(Typically KO or OT) 

Live Ball Dead Ball 
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End of Try 
PAT 

Snap 

Live Ball Foul On R 

Succeeding Spot 

(KO or OT) 

Non-Player, USC or Dead-Ball Foul by Either Team 

Kickoff 

Or 

OT Snap 

Succeeding Spot 

(KO or OT) 

Live Ball Dead Ball 



7 

End of Down 

Snap 

Live Ball Foul On B/R 

A/K Options: 
ÅTake the 3 & Enforce on Succeeding Spot (KO or OT) 

ÅReplay down after enforcement (probably A 1/10 ) 

Non-Player, USC or Dead-Ball Foul by Either Team 

Kickoff 

Or 

OT Snap 

Succeeding Spot 

(KO or OT) 

Live Ball Dead Ball 



}K try @ R- 3. Kicker K1õs attempt is good, but then he 
is roughed by R2.  

}a. No need to consult the coach, just signal òdeclinedó and 
move on.  

} b. The penalty for roughing can only be assessed on the 
kickoff.  

} c. The penalty for roughing can be assessed either on the 
kickoff or the replay of the try.   

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅSpecial Enforcement Foul ð YES (scoring play, carry - over)  
ÅLive ball foul by B/R on successful PATé.kicker has options. 

}RULING: -  c. Penalty can be assessed from the 
succeeding spot or replay of the try (go for 2).  
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}K try @ R- 3. LJ and BJ throw a flag for a dead ball, 
substitution foul since R had 12 players when the snap 
was imminent. Kõs captain says to the Referee: òWeõll take 
it on the kickoff.ó Referee should say: 

}a. No problem.  

}b. No way.  

} c. You have to accept the distance penalty right now, so 
you will try from the R 1 - 1/2 yard line.   

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅSpecial Enforcement Foul ð No 
ÅDead ball foul after the RFP on a try is enforced from 

succeeding spot.  

}RULING: -  b. No way.  
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}If both teams commit unsportsmanlike, non -
player or dead - ball personal fouls prior to the 
completion of penalty administration for those 
fouls, the distance penalty for an equal number 
of 15 - yard unsportsmanlike, non - player or 
dead - ball personal fouls will offset.  Any 
remaining penalties will be enforced separately 
and in their order of occurrence.  
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}Recent Interpretations ð 

}òCompletion of Penalty Administration: 
ÅReferee gives the final  signal to the press box.  

}Although the USC fouls may offset, they are still 
applied to the individual for purposes of 
disqualification (2 USC fouls).  
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End of 

Down Snap 

Live Ball Foul 

Not included in 

ñcancellationò.  Enforce 

separately. 

Non-Player, USC or Dead-

Ball Foul 

R Gives 

Final Signal 

Equal # of 15 Yd Fouls 

May Cancel 

NP, USC or DB Foul 

Rôs Final Signal defines 

a new time period for 

ñcancellationsò. 

Live Ball 
Penalty 

Administration 

Chains 

ñlocked 

inò 

RFP 
R Gives 

Final Signal 

Incident #1 Incident #2 



}A 1/10 @ A - 30. Quarterback A1 throws a legal pass to 
eligible receiver A2, who catches the ball and runs to the 
B- 4 where he is downed.  B15 hits A2 late and is flagged.  
Coach for A immediately runs onto the field and berates 
the official for failing to eject B15, and Coach for A is 
flagged for unsportsmanlike conduct.  After enforcement 
of the two penalties, we have:  
ÅA. A1/10 @ B - 17  
ÅB. A 1/10@ A - 30, replay the down  
ÅC. A 1/Goal @ B - 4 

}Applicable Principles ð 
Å15 yd. NP & USC fouls during the down, and all 15 yd. dead ball 
fouls prior to administration of penalty may òcanceló. 

}RULING: -  c. A 1/Goal @ B - 4.  Fouls òcanceló but the USC 
still counts as a USC towards disqualification.  
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} A 1/10 @ A - 30. Quarterback A1 throws a legal pass to eligible 
receiver A2, who catches the ball and runs to the B - 4 where he 
is downed.  B15 hits A2 late and is flagged.  After the late hit 
is marked off and the R signals the penalty to the press box & 
signals first down, Coach for A runs onto the field and berates 
the official for failing to eject B15, and Coach for A is flagged 
for unsportsmanlike conduct.  After enforcement of the two 
penalties, we have:  
ÅA. A1/10 @ B - 17  
ÅB. A 1/10@ A - 30, replay the down  
ÅC. A 1/Goal @ B - 4 

} Applicable Principles ð 
Å15 yd. NP & USC fouls during the down, and all 15 yd. dead ball fouls 

prior to administration of penalty may òcanceló. 

} RULING: -  a. A 1/10 @ B - 17.  Administration of first foul was 
finished, so the fouls are enforced separately and in their 
order of occurrence.  
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}The referee shall have the authority to correct the 
number of the next down prior to the ball 
becoming live after a new series of downs is 
awarded . 
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} A 4/3 @ B - 5. Quarterback A1 gains 4 yards down to the B - 1 
for an apparent first down.  As soon as A1 is downed, the 
Coach for B complains that Team A was given 5 downs.  The 
officials huddle and agree that they made a mistake, and that a 
5 th  down was given.  Referee should : 
ÅA. Advise B - Coach that there is nothing that can be done, 

since the mistake was discovered after the ball became live.  
ÅB. Tell the home team coach that the chain crew screwed up, 

and demand their replacement.  
ÅC. Place the ball back at the 3 yard line & award the ball to B.  

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅDown may be corrected if discovered before the ball 

becomes live following the award of a new series.  

}RULING: -  c. Place the ball back at the 3 and award 
to B.  
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} A try @ B- 3. A has already elected to have a 15 yard penalty for 
targeting enforced on the subsequent kickoff. During the try, runner 
A1 is tackled @ B - 5, but he is pulled down by his facemask by B2. HL 
and Referee throw flags for a 15 yard facemask foul. Player B3 sees 
the HLõs flag and kicks it at the HL, which earns him an 
unsportsmanlike conduct flag from the HL.  
ÅA. A can elect to have all 3 fouls enforced on the subsequent kickoff.  
ÅB. A must accept the penalty for the facemask in order to replay the 

down.  
ÅC. A can elect to have both the targeting and the USC enforced on the 

subsequent kickoff.   

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅCOF only apply to successful  PATs and successful field goals (not 
to unsuccessful tryõs and field- goals).  
ÅUSC are always succeeding spot (except for COF during/after a 

TD). 

}RULING: -  b. A must accept the facemask in order to 
replay the try.  
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} Fouls on Scoring Plays (PAT, Field Goal, TD).  

} Free Kick Out of Bounds  

} Kick Catching Interference  

} Roughing the Passer  

} Roughing the Kicker/Holder/Snapper  

} Defense Fouls on Apparent Safety (GL Enforcement)  

} Offense Fouls and Measurement is Behind GL (Safety)  

} PSK Fouls 
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} Post Scrimmage Kick  
 

ÅPhilosophy -  

¶ By kicking the ball to R, K has effectively decided to surrender possession of the ball to R.  
Therefore, fouls by R under certain circumstances should be enforced as having occurred 
after change of possession.  

 

ÅIf a foul by R during a scrimmage kick meets the requirements of a òPost Scrimmage 
Kickó, then the basic spot is the end of the kick.  Enforce under ABO. 

 

ÅPSK fouls by R are treated as having occurred after  change of possession, as it 
relates to ruling on a double - foul (clean - hands principle).  
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} Post Scrimmage Kick ð Requirements  
 

ÅKick Requirements -  

¶ During scrimmage kicks that is neither a PAT, nor a successful field goal.  

¶ During the scrimmage kick play in which the ball crosses the ENZ.  

 

ÅFoul Requirements  

¶ Foul by R beyond the ENZ.  

¶ Foul is during a scrimmage kick play, before the end of the kick.  

 

ÅOther Requirements  

¶ K would not be the next to put the ball in play.  

¶ There was no  inadvertent whistle during the kick.  
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}K 4/5 @ R - 40. Kõs punt is high and long and R10 signals 
for a fair catch.  R10 muffs the kick at the R - 6 and the 
covering official inadvertently blows the whistle while the 
ball is loose.  R subsequently recovers at the R - 8 with no 
K player nearby.  During the kick, R is flagged for holding 
K at the R - 25.  K accepts the penalty for R holding.  After 
administering the penalty, we have:  

ÅA. R ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 3.  

ÅB. R ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 4.  

ÅC. K ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 30.   

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅPossible PSK -  6 Items Required for PSK  
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} Post Scrimmage Kick ð Requirements  
 

ÅKick Requirements -  

¶ During scrimmage kicks that is neither a PAT, nor a successful field goal. YES 

¶ During the scrimmage kick play in which the ball crosses the ENZ. YES 

 

ÅFoul Requirements  

¶ Foul by R beyond the ENZ. YES 

¶ Foul is during a scrimmage kick play, before the end of the kick.  YES 

 

ÅOther Requirements  

¶ K would not be the next to put the ball in play. YES 

¶ There was no  inadvertent whistle during the kick. NO 
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} K 4/5 @ R - 40. Kõs punt is high and long and R10 signals for a 
fair catch.  R10 muffs the kick at the R - 6 and the covering 
official inadvertently blows the whistle while the ball is loose.  
R subsequently recovers at the R - 8 with no K player nearby.  
During the kick, R is flagged for holding K at the R - 25.  K 
accepts the penalty for R holding.  After administering the 
penalty, we have:  
ÅA. R ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 3.  
ÅB. R ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 4.  
ÅC. K ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 30.   

}Applicable Principles ð 
Å6 Items Required for PSKé..Inadvertent whistle during the 

kick results in previous spot as the basic spot.  

}RULING: -  C. K Ball, 1 st & 10 @ R- 30.  
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}A 1/10 @ B - 40. Quarterback A1 runs to the B - 35 where 
he fumbles.  With the ball loose, B22 shoves A1 in the 
back and then B22 recovers the fumble:  

ÅA. Foul on B22.  Result is A 1/10 @ B - 25 after enforcement.  

ÅB. Foul on B22.  Result is A 1/10 @ B - 30 after enforcement..  

ÅC. No foul, Bõs ball.  

}Applicable Rule ð 
ÅPlayers may push/pull to get at a runner or loose ball 

that they may legally touch, unless it is pass 
interference, a personal foul, or illegal use of 
hands/holding.  

}RULING: -  C. No foul, Bõs ball. 
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} A 1/10 @ B - 30. The tight end, A82 , has lined up on the wrong side 
of the formation ñhe is on the LJõs side of the formation, on the line 
of scrimmage, but has A88 outside of him on the end  of the line of 
scrimmage. A89, who is lined up as a back on the HLõs side of the 
line of scrimmage, sees that there is no tight end, so he legally shifts 
to be an end on the line of scrimmage. So, we now have 8 players on 
the line of scrimmage, 5 numbered 50 - 79. A82 stays on the line of 
scrimmage and catches a legal forward pass thrown by the 
quarterback. There were no B players near the pass. A82 is tackled @ 
B- 25. :  
ÅA. Illegal formation, 8 players on the LOS.  
ÅB. Illegal touching by A82.  
ÅC. There are no fouls in this situation.   

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅInelligible  receivers shall not bat, catch or muff a legal forward 

pass, unless first touched by B.   

}RULING: -  B. Illegal touching.  
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} Free Kick  
 

ÅWhen the kick is touched, other than first touching by K.  

 

} Scrimmage Down ð Start on RFP: 
 

ÅClock starts on the RFP (if not already running) on a scrimmage down for any 
reason, other than when the clock was stopped due to a òmajor clock stopperó: 

¶ Excludes untimed downs, period extensions, OT & PAT.  

 

27 



 

} Major Clock Stoppers ð clock shall stop, and will not start until the 
ball is snapped.   Major clock stoppers òtrumpó minor clock stoppers, 
when it comes to starting the clock:  
ÅBall Goes Out of Bounds  

ÅB/R is Awarded a New Series  

ÅEither Team is Awarded a New Series After a Legal Kick  

ÅThe Ball Becomes Dead Behind the Goal - line  

¶ Typically, a touchback, field - goal, safety or touchdown.  

ÅDelay of Game Foul  

ÅLegal or Illegal Forward Pass is Incomplete  

ÅCharged Time - Out, TV or Radio Time - Out  

ÅPeriod Ends  

ÅA Team Attempts to Consume Time Illegally  

ÅA Fair Catch is Made  
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} Minor Clock Stoppers ð soé..what are some examples of òminor 
clock stoppersó: 

 

} Officialõs Time- Out:  
ÅTo Administer a Penalty  

ÅTo Declare a First Down  

ÅFirst Down Measurement  

Å Injury T.O.  

ÅEquipment T.O.  

ÅHeat/Humidity  

ÅEtcéé 
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} So, If the Clock Has Been Stopped, How Do We Determine When to 
Start It ???? 

 
ÅSnapé..If it was stopped due to a Major Clock Stopper; otherwise, 

ÅRFP 

 

} Also, Rememberé..REFEREE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO START OR STOP THE CLOCK 
WHEN A TEAM ATTEMPTS TO CONSERVE OR CONSUME TIME ILLEGALLY. 
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} Punt by K.  R is contacted prior to touching the ball, but R recovers 
the ball inbounds and is downed.  K is flagged for kick - catching -
interference.  R elects to replay the down with enforcement of the 15 

yard penalty from the previous spot.  When does the clock start ?    
ÅA. On the RFP 

ÅB. On the snap  

ÅC. You canõt tell from the question.  

}Applicable Principles ð 
ÅClock Rulesé.What are Your Major Clock Stoppers 

 

31 


